Rogers Park Garden Group


Application for 
Adopt the Public Way Grants

The Rogers Park Garden Group (RPGG) is pleased to be able to offer a limited number of GRANTS BETWEEN $250 AND $500 for the improvement of spaces relating to our neighborhood’s public way.  
Grants are also available for agencies or organizations that work with children and youth.  

Program Deadlines

All grants applications are due March 16, 2011 at 5:00 pm and must include all of the following: 
· a completed Application Form 

· a completed Intent Statement 
· a Budget Form
· proof, or other indication, that the applicants have the right to garden at the proposed site.

Program Details

	Who is eligible to apply?

	
	Any individual or group of people 

	What form does the grant take?
	
	Grant recipients can go to specified garden centers to purchase plants, soil and/or soil amendments and mulch. Purchases can be charged to the RPGG account. The name and address of the specified centers will be available when the grants are announced.

Grant amounts will be between $250 and $500 depending on the size and needs of the garden and how well it fits the guidelines.



	How many grants will be awarded?
	
	That depends on the number of grant requests that:

· are eligible (see below),

· can be funded with the amount of money we have available for 2012.  

There is no goal for the number of projects supported.




	What projects are eligible?
	
	Any project that can demonstrate that it:

· Improves the public way,

· Is located in Rogers Park, specifically: south of Evanston, east of Ridge, north of Devon,

· Is capable of completion by the end of the 2012 gardening season (for exceptions, see below),

· Will be undertaken by people with the capacity to complete and maintain it – e.g., weed and water,

· Has a realistic budget.

Also:

· All proposals must be received at one of the two addresses noted below prior to 5:00 pm on March 16, 2012 to be eligible.



	What is expected of me?
	
	Applicants must agree to:

· Allow their site to be photographed and presented at the October 2012 meeting of the Rogers Park Garden Group (see below) and to be featured on the RPGG website, and
· Communicate with the RPGG on the status of the project.



	How are projects chosen?
	
	The grants are competitive and not every grant request received will be funded.  Only applications that meet the guidelines will be considered.  Priority will be given to those projects that:

· Create a new garden

· Restore and/or enhance an old and/or uncared for garden
· Have an achievable plan that is in keeping with the goals of the RPGG Adopt the Public Way Program


	What do I need to do to apply?
	
	Send the following to one of the addresses noted below by 5:00 pm, March 16, 2012:

· The completed Application Form (attached)

· The completed Intent Form (attached)

· The completed Budget Form (attached)


	What is the grant process?
	
	All grant requests are due by 5:00 pm March 16, 2012 (we can’t say this enough), after which:

· An RPGG representative will contact you for a site visit

· Grants will be announced at the end of April, 2012



	What if my project can’t be completed by the end of the gardening season?
	
	In some cases, plans for a space are much bigger than a single year’s efforts.  It is best if you tell us about your vision, but note on your application that your project will need to be completed in phases and fill out the form for the first phase.
If you receive a 2012 grant and something subsequently prevents you from completing the project as you describe in your original grant application, you must contact the RPGG immediately.  We will do everything we can to help you, but if the project simply isn’t going to happen, you will be required to return any grant money received before the end of the 2012 gardening season so we can use it in the next year’s RPGG grants program.


	Can I apply for the next phases?
	
	You may apply for grants for a multi-year project two years in a row.  Because we have limited funds and won’t know how much money is available for this grant program until after we’ve raised it, we ask that you take a year off from requesting RPGG funding for your project’s third year.  But you may reapply in the project’s fourth and fifth years (off the sixth) and so on.


	Is there a deadline?
	
	· All proposals much be RECEIVED at one of the two addresses noted below before 5:00 pm on March 16, 2012 to be eligible.

· Projects must be completed within the 2012 gardening season.  
· Projects will be presented at the October, 2012 RPGG meeting (last Tuesday of the month).


	Why are projects declined?
	
	Generally we ask ourselves:

· Is this project improving the public way?

· Do we think this project will succeed?  Are enough people involved? Are the gardeners enthusiastic and committed? Do they have the right to garden in that spot?

· Is there a convenient water source?

· Does the project really need RPGG funds?

· Is investing in this project a good use of the funds given to us by our members and supporters?


	What do you look for in a grant application?
	
	We look particularly at:

· Is the site in the public way?
· Does the request meet the other guidelines?
· Is the project eligible? (see above)

· Does the project have a realistic, researched budget?

· Does the garden have regular access to water?
· Is there other, committed, funding and/or in-kind support?
· Do the gardeners have the right and ability to garden on the site?
· Who is involved and how committed are they?



Application Form

	Your Name:
Address
	

	
	

	Email Address:
	

	Phone Number:
	Day time:
	Evening:


	Project address and description of location:




	
	Yes
	No
	
	Yes
	No

	Do you have the right and/or ability to garden on this site? 
	
	
	Are you creating a new garden? 


	
	

	Please Explain:


	OR

Are you restoring and/or enhancing an old and/or uncared for garden?
	
	


Please describe (use as much space as needed):

	1. How the project would improve the public way:



	2. Why you need a grant from the RPGG:



	3. Why you are interested in doing the project:



	4. Who else will be involved (PROVIDE NAMES, EMAILS, PHONE NUMBERS):



	


Budget Form

	CASH INCOME:
	
	$

	Amount requested from RPGG (see note, at bottom of this form) 
	
	

	Other income –
	
	

	
	
	$

	TOTAL INCOME
	
	$

	CASH EXPENSES:
	
	

	Eligible for RPGG funding
(see note at bottom of this form)
	
	Soil, soil amendments, mulch
	
	$

	
	
	Plant materials
	
	$

	Equipment rental
	
	$

	Tool purchases
	
	$

	Other site enhancements: (please specify)
	
	

	
	
	$

	Other expenses: (please specify)
	
	

	
	
	$

	
	
	

	 TOTAL EXPENSES(should equal Total Income; if not, please explain):
	
	

	
	
	$


	IN-KIND GIFTS:
	
	

	If you expect to receive any in-kind gifts, please indicate both item and donor for each, and a total value:
	
	

	
	
	$


NOTE: RPGG’s Adopt A Public Way Grant monies may only be used for soil, soil amendments, mulch, and plant materials. Therefore, your grant request from RPGG must be equal to or less than your total budgeted cost of soil amendments and plant materials. All other budgeted cash expenses must be paid for from other sources of income. 

FEEL free to add lines to this budget if needed.
ADOPT THE PUBLIC WAY

INTENT FORM

Please SIGN EACH INTENT STATEMENT 

	I have the right/authority to garden in the site listed on the application form.



	I agree to insure that the garden benefiting from the RPGG grant will be weeded for at least two years following the grant award.



	I agree to insure that the garden benefiting from the RPGG grant will be watered for at least two years following the grant award.





Adopt the Public Way is made possible by the generous contributions of the Rogers Park Garden Group members, donors and sponsors and by the proceeds from our Spring and Fall plant sales.   








Email your application to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:alison.zehr@gmail.com" �alison.zehr@gmail.com�     OR Send your proposal to:	Alison Zehr


   773-381-3808						1215 W. Lunt 1A


										Chicago, IL 60626
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